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Most people will know Beowulf, not through reading the epic Eighth century poem, but the 

recent film.  It’s a story of heroes and monsters, one monster at least, and has a real place in the 

concept of Dark Ages, or Early Medieval warfare and wargaming.  It fits in with Arthurian and 

early Viking war and with Anglo-Saxons and Charlemagne: a much under-rated era for the table 

top, yet one of immense potential, at skirmish and full battle levels.  Don’t forget the rules for 

war in those days, as laid down in the Welsh chronicles, an army could be as few as 50 men on a 

raid. 

 

Mick Yarrow Miniatures has now released ( at around £2 -- but 

check website prices as postage in the UK has gone through the 

roof!) a 15mm set of Beowulf the warrior hero, and Grendel the 

fabled monster who fought with Beowulf the Geat, later to 

become the King of the Geats.  The Beowulf figure is 

delightful, standing in hauberk, with a big round bossed shield, 

sword poised for thrusting over the shield rim.  Plenty of uses 

beyond the combat with monsters.  Grendel on the other hand is 

big, over 25mm tall -- 35mm to the top of his arm, which is 

raised , ready to strike; the monster’s hairy, wild and partly clad 

in furs, he’d fit in with many a fantasy scenario, from the 

ancients to the mythical races of medieval times, even with 

Conan, possibly.  Grendel is armed with a 20mm long club 

through which a sword is fixed.  A powerful figure for the Dark 

Ages table top, and one worth acquiring, it’s unique.  The 

monster has no loyalty of course, though it could have, perhaps for gold or captives of the edible 

type, hard to kill as well, except by a hero, of the best possible sort.  Use the SAX range of 

nobles, spearmen and archers for support figures, or fodder for Grendel! 

 

I recommend these two models very highly.  There’s a very good book on the warfare of 

Beowulf’s tale, entitled “By Weapons Made Worthy,” long out of print, I suspect, but valuable 

for the period if you come across it. 

 

Mick Yarrow is at: 

www.spanglefish.com/mickyarrowminatures 

 

             Beowulf is Challenged 
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