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h is  is  a n  o ld  t i t le  no w ,  p u b l i s he d  in  19 9 6  by A- S  Bo o k s ,  2 6 7  pa g e s  in  
p a p er ba c k  a nd  t he  I S B N 1 - 8 9 82 8 1- 10 - 6 .  Ou r  l i b r a r y ’ s  ju s t  t a ke n  o ve r  
o ne  o f  t he  o ld  e xt r a - mu r a l  s i t e s ,  a nd  t h is  c a me  w it h  t he  co nt e n t s  o f  t ha t  

l i b r a r y.  I ’ d  ne ve r  e nco u nt e r e d  t he  bo ok  be fo r e ,  a nd  t ho ug h  I ’d  l ik e  t o  ha ve  
s e e n  i t  be t t e r  i l lu s t r a t e d  ( t he r e  a r e  o n ly 2 0  o r  so  i l l u s t r a t io ns  i n  t he  w ho le  
bo o k) ,  i t  i s  ve r y in t e r e s t ing ,  a nd  wo r th  s o me  co ns id e r a t io n .  I t  m i gh t  c r o p  up  
o n o ne  o f  t he  e B a y s i t e s ,  a nd  i f  yo u  a r e  a n  ea r ly  me d ie va l  w a r g a me r ,  t h is  i s  a  
bo o k  fo r  yo u !  “E ar l ie s t  t ime s , ”  i nc id e n t a l l y ,  me a ns  mo r e  o r  le s s  B eo w u l f  a nd  
s o ,  t o  me  a t  le a s t ,  t h is  i s  a  t r u ly me d ie va l  t i t le .  
 

 
A  r e ma r k a b ly w e l l - w r i t t e n  bo o k ,  d iv id e d  in t o  t h r e e  
p a r t s :  t he  w ar r io r ,  w e a po nr y,  a nd  w a r fa r e .  I t  
c o mp le t e ly c o ve r s  t he  wa r s  o f  t he  Ang lo - S a xo ns ,  i s  
fa s c ina t i ng  a nd  r e a d a b le .  T he  f i r s t  s e c t io n  o f  t he  
bo o k  d e a ls  w i t h  t he  co mp le x  s t a t u s  a nd  e la bo r a t e  
r i t u a ls  o f  t he  w ar r io r ,  a nd  e ve n  co n t a ins  a  b r ie f  
s e c t io n  o n  s h ie ld - ma id e ns ,  t he  wo me n  w ho  fo u g ht  
w i t h  a nd  a ga ins t  me n .  I t  i s  co mp r e he n s ive ,  a nd  t he  
w a r  ba nd s ,  t he  F yr d  le a d e r s h ip  a nd ,  ama z ing ly ,  t he  
l i f e  o f  w a r r io r s  in  e x i l e  a r e  a l l  d e a l t  w i t h .  T he  
s e c t io n  e nd s  w i t h  t he  t o p ic  o f  la t e r  Ang lo - S a xo n  
mi l i t a r y o r g a n iz a t io n  a t  t he  t ime  o f  Ha s t ing s  a nd  
S t a mfo r d  Br id g e .  
 
T he  w ea po nr y s e c t io n  w h ic h  fo l lo w s  i s  i n t r ic a t e  

a nd  in fo r ma t ive ,  w i t h  s e c t io ns  o n  t he  d e ve lo p me n t  o f  t he  s wo r d ,  a nd  o n  t he  
s p e a r ,  t he  p r inc ip a l  S a xo n  w e a po n.  T he  a xe ,  in  s e ve r a l  ve r s io ns ,  i s  a ls o  de a l t  
w i t h ,  a s  is  t he  d e fe ns ive  g e a r  o f  t he  wa r r io r  –  s h ie ld ,  bo d y d e fe nc e s  a nd  
he lme t s  –  a nd  a l l  w e l l - w r i t t e n .  T he  S ax ,  t ha t  o d d ,  s ing l e - e d g e s  b la d e ,  
na t u r a l l y  fo l lo w s ,  a nd  t he  bo w ,  w h ic h ,  a s  P o l l i ng t o n s u g ge s t s ,  w a s  mo r e  
w id e ly u s e d  a nd  mo r e  u s e fu l  t ha n  mo s t  mo de r n  so u r c e s  a r e  p r o ne  t o  a d mit .  H e  
ma k e s  l i t t le  me n t io n  o f  t he  s l i ng  ho w eve r ,  bu t  t he  fe w  po le  w e a po ns  k no w n ,  
t he  s t a nd ar d s  bo r ne  in  ba t t le  a nd  e ve n  t he  w ar - ho r n  a r e  i nc lu d e d  he r e .  
 
I n  t he  f i na l  s e c t io n ,  t he  bo o k  co ver s  t he  “na t u r e ”  o f  w a r  in  S a xo n  la nd s  a nd  
a c r o s s  t he  bo r de r s ,  t he  s t r a t eg y a nd  t ac t ic s  o f  fo r c e s  a nd  a r mie s .  H e  c a l ls  i t  

T



“ t he  e xp er ie nc e  o f  t he  f ie ld  o f  ba t t le . ”  H er e ,  t he  bo o k  ve n t u r e s  in t o  t he  
s u b je c t  o f  wo u nd s  e nco u nt e r e d  in  c o mba t  a nd  t he ir  e f fe c t s ,  w h ic h  is  mo s t  
i n t e r e s t ing ,  a nd  t he  u s e  o f  ho r s e s ,  a lw a ys  a  co nt e n t io u s  is s u e  in  A ng lo - S a xo n  
w a r fa r e ,  a nd  w ar ga me s ,  I  r e a l iz e .  H e  a l s o  me n t io ns  t he  u s e  o f  w a go ns ,  no t  a  
t h ing  I ’ ve  e ve r  e nco u nt e r e d  a nyw he r e .  T he  Ang lo - S a xo n  w ago n!  I s  t he r e  a  
mo d e l  o f  o ne ?  
 
P o l l i ng t o n  co nc lu d e s  w i t h  so me  co ns id e r a t io n  o f  e a r ly  fo r t i f ic a t io ns  a nd  w ha t  
he  c a l l s  “ s t r o ng ho ld s . ”  F r o m a  w a r g ame r ’ s  p o in t  o f  v ie w ,  I  t ho r o u g h ly e n jo ye d  
t he  no t e s  o n  “H a l l  A t t a c k ”  ( ve r y B eo w u l f ,  e h? ) ,  w h ic h  o f fe r e d  a n  in t e r e s t ing  
po t e nt ia l  fo r  a  r a id  o r  s k i r mi s h  w a r game ,  I  t ho ug h t .  
 
O ve r a l l ,  t h is  i s  u s e fu l ,  a nd  a n  i n t e r e s t i ng  bo o k .  


