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Jack Scruby is one of the transcendent pioneers of wargaming, whose efforts brought this 

stimulating and worthy hobby to many.  He is one of the greatest influences on my wargaming.  

When I retired, I moved my work office contents into my home office.  That triggered quite a bit 

of thinning out of materials.  I have dozens of wargaming magazines stashed away and I’ve 

come across a few from my early years.  This one grabbed my attention. 

 

 



Scruby made inexpensive figures available for the masses.  Even on my paltry income, I could 

purchase a few dozen at a time and paint up regiments for my Napoleonic addiction.  For 

example, in 1968, 40 infantry figures of the same pose were fifteen cents each.  I have about 600 

painted figures still in service (and another 120 still waiting patiently for paint).  They are 

certainly not state of the art – far from it.  But they are veterans of many years and many games 

and I continue to find them appealing.  Of course, Airfix figures were much less expensive, but I 

found it difficult to keep paint on them.   

 

 
Scruby Prussian Hussars 

 

Anyway, back to the issue at hand.  Jack also started Miniature Parade.  I found it exactly what I 

needed at the time.  I read a lot of history, but I could not readily find articles on wargaming and 

color schemes for uniforms.  Jack solved that.  The contents of this forty-six page issue illustrate 

this point.  There was a long article on light infantry.  I’ve included a few pages.  There was a 

narrative of a campaign in the fictional continent of Mafrica, also attached.  An article on Saxon 

Army flags with black and white drawings was followed by short articles on highlanders and 

light dragoons serving in the Revolution and a three-page glossary of French uniform words.  

That was useful in translating my Funcken books.  An article on troops in the war in Vietnam 

preceded one on Berdan’s sharpshooters.  Fred Vietmeyer contributed a short piece on Acts of 

God on the wargame battlefield.  Short articles on artillery in the Boer War and the Italian Army 

in 1859-60 were enough to spark an interest in those periods.  Michael Arnovitz wrote an article 

on organization of Seven Years War armies.  This was a house organ, so the pages were 

peppered with drawings of appropriate Scruby figures.  Additionally, Jack included several pages 

updating his figure lines, and introducing new figures for the Northwest Frontier.  Scruby 

produced figures in 20, 25, and 30mm as well as one-inch figures.  Now, for the promised pages. 



 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 


