WINTER WAR IN THE NAPOLEONIC TIMES

Skis have been used long before the Napoleonic times, and in Sweden there is a famous competition, called Vasaloppet, which is supposed
to replay the flight of (the soon to be King) Gustav Vasa from the province of Dalarna, pursued by the (then de facto Danish king and his)
Danish forces (Sweden was a Danish province). This is a ski competition, although today with proper (sorry, modern) skis.

As | said before, skis were different by those times: they were of two different sizes, the small one was covered by reindeer skin and
placed with the hair tilted back, so that they would glide easily when moving forwards but grip the ground and give a resistance backwards
when you needed traction power. The other ski (the long one) was waxed, so that it would glide easily in any direction. The skier would
lean mostly on that long ski when moving passively downslope but use the short one to move uphill, for example. Only one stick was used,
more for balance than traction. These skis were effective but, unlike modern ones, you used your body asymmetrically and you probably
would not become an Adonis with it.

| have plenty of pictures taken in the museums | refer, but pictures taken with a glass screen in front are often too bad to reproduce.
Fortunately, all those museums have guidebooks with most of the items in stunning pictures, so | looked up on the books for better
pictures.

| failed to find the picture with Russian peasants on skis attacking the French in 1812. There is in Google Library a good book in English on
the War on Finland 1808 written by a contemporaneous Russian general that refers to Finns scouting and attacking their troops in winter
with skis, IIRC (Narrative of the Conquest of Finland by the Russians, edited by Monteith, the general has remained incognito).

 Skis and ski-stick employed by the ski detachment of the Varmlands Regiment during the War of 1808-1809
(Livruskammaren publication, Stockholm)
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tav IV Adolfs diplomatiska klumpighel och det engelska belalets
kritiska instéllning till Sverige fick som resultat att soldaterna inte
ens steg i land. Svenskarna gjorde ell nylt infall med nagra min-
dre sammandrabbningar i Norge framat sommaren, dérefter fros
verksamheten fast i vinterkylan. | mars 1809 avsattes svenske
kungen, Christian August fick och lockades av sitt anbud att bli
eftertradare, men tvingades i juli 1809 motvilligt leda sina norska
styrkor dver gransen till Jamtland. Ett sista anfall som snart pres-
sades tillbaka. Darmed var det smaskaliga kriget Gver och freden
i december innebar inga gransfarandringar.

Skidlopare

| striderna mot bade norrman och ryssar organiserades skidlo-
parférband. Saval manskap som officerare hamtades fran indel-
ningsverkets trupper utmed véstra och ostra riksgransen — efter-
som »dessa regementens soldater dro starka karlar, sikra skyttar,

i aliménhet béjlige och ldraktige, samt derjemte ifran yngre aren
vane vid ett stréingt lefnadssétt, och att pa skidor genomvandra
skogarna«, Pa sommaren gjorde de tjinst som jagarsoldater och
pa vintrarna som skidldpare,

Anfallet som aldrig blev av

| mars 1808 forberedde danska, franska och spanska trupper
ett angrepp mot Skane. Anfallet skulle ledas av franske mar-
skalken Jean Baptiste Bernadotte, mannen som flera ar senare
skulle lyckas dar Christian August gick bet. Angreppsplanerna
smulades sonder av den engelska flottan. En brittisk eskader
under amiral Hyde Parkers hade dvervintrat utanfor Goteborg
1807-1808. Den gick ut tidigt pa varen lagom for att ligga sig |
végen for det dansk-franska anfallet. Ett fér Sverige lagligt upp-
ror i Spanien tvingade ocksa Napoleon att | stéllet vénda blicken
stiderut,
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skogarna«. Pa sommaren gjorde de tinsl som jidgarsoldater och
pa vintrarna som skidlépare.

Anfallet som aldrig blev av

| mars 1808 forberedde danska, franska och spanska trupper
ett angrepp mot Skane. Anfallet skulle ledas av franske mar-
skalken Jean Baptiste Bernadotte, mannen som flera ar senare
skulle lyckas dar Christian August gick bet. Angreppsplanerna
smulades stnder av den engelska flottan. En brittisk eskader
under amiral Hyde Parkers hade overvintrat utanfor Goteborg
1807-1808. Den gick ut tidigt pa véren lagom for att lagga sig i
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Units on skis were mobilised in combat both
against the Norwegians and against the Russians,
Both officers and men were recruited from those
called up under the allotment system along the
western and eastern national borders — since
»the soldiers of these regiments are strong men,
accurale marksmen, generally obedient and easy
to teach, while also fram their young years used to
severe living, and free motion through the forests
on skis.« These troops served as scouts during the
summer and as ski-based forces during the winter,

Danish, French and Spanish farces prepared to
attack Skéne in March 1808. The attack was to be
led by the French marshal Jean Baptiste Berna-
dotte, the man who several years later would suc-
ceed where Christian August failed. The plans for
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And from the book Krigsarene 1807-1814, Per Erik Rastad from kongsvinger museum in Norway, you can see

some illustrations of those soldiers. They were used as scouts, partisans and they were partly irregular, part

elite soldiers. In the summer they were used more like common light troops, as skirmishers, riflemen and the
like.
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Skiloper 1808. (Tegning: A. Hauge)
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tumplingsforsgk ble en grenaderbataljon under major Miiller beordret til Vin-
yet | februar 1808. Samme maned ble samtlige av de sennafjellske festningene
beordret satt i krigsberedskap.

lor troppene samlet seg langs grensen i mars 1808, ble det serget for en
furelopip prensevakt bestdende av landvern og almuebevaepning. En spion-
Jede nv handelskarer, grensebender og andre forsekte a skaffe opplysninger
Wi Lroppene pa svensk side. Grensevakten bestod dels av faste poster, dels av
- blpatiuljer. De veier som ikke var bevoktet, ble forhugget — dvs. sperret av
Weliopdd, ukvistet tommer som 14 pa kryss og tvers.
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And a fairly good picture of the original uniform of Norwegian jagare troops, taken at Kongsvinger







Kongsvingen museum, Norway. Artillery on skis
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These guns could be pulled from both front or rear.



At Moscow museum, the sledge claimed ot be the one Napoleon used in the campaign when he left the army,
often shown in pictures




And from Moscow too, snow shoes, but | can’t vouch for the exact time. It was displayed in the Napoleonic
section, though.
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In any case, snow shoes, much like the modern ones were used far back in times, as well as studs screwed on
horses’ shoes to avoid the horses slipping in ice. | think it is de Ségur in La campagne de la Russie that
complains that the (French) horses weren’t equipped with it when they started the retreat and caused many a
horse lost in accidents, while they were completely incapable to draught the artillery. So, the French knew the
practice well.

I hope this all helps, and I’'m sorry if it is presented in bits and pieces, but this is what | could get in my library in
the time | could spare. It does, however, reverberates what | said and does give some references. More of it,
like how the skis were used or horseshoes with studs you either have to ask me for copies and learn Swedish,
French and Russian to read it yourself or just believe that | translated it for you correctly.

Regards

George Falco de Mats
(falcodemas@telia.com)





