Italian Medieval Armies 1300-1500
Osprey Men-At-Arms series No. 136 (1983; 2004)
Text by David Nicolle; color plates by GA Embleton

Contents:
Introduction
Medieval Mercenaries
The Companies
English Adventurers
The Great Captains
Sforzeschi and Bracceschi
State Armies
Cavalry and Infantry in a Renaissance Army
‘Good War-Bad War’
Campaigns
Lucca (1329-30)
Parabiago (1340)
Castagnaro (1387)
Alessandria (1391)
S. Egideo (1416)
Maclodio (1427)
S. Romano (1432)
Fornovo (1495)

Color Plates:

Central Italian, German and Catalan knights, early 14" century

North Italian and Venetian infantry, early to mid-14" century

Italian commander, Austrian man-at-arms, English bowman, mid-14" century
Lombard knight, Italian hand-gunner and infantry, late 14™ century

Italian knight, light infantry and artillera/man, early 15" century

Italian light cavalry and knight, late 15" century

Siennese crosshowman, Venetian archer and infantry, late 15" century
Spanish man-at-arms, Italian knight, French handgunner, end of 15" century

Comments:

This period, of course, includes the time of the (in)famous Italian Condottieri, the
mercenary troops that dominated the Italian peninsula in the late Middle Ages. Unusual
for many other MAA books, this one contains information about several military
campaigns. There are also the standard photos of sculptures and military architecture,
plus line drawings of weaponry and copies of period art work, showing costumes of the
times. A valuable quick reference book for anyone interested in an overview of the
period.

--George Arnold
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