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For you old-timer wargamers, this will be a blast from the past.  Often called the father of 

American wargaming, Jack Scruby not only wrote about wargaming, he also designed and sold 

figures, held conventions, and published a magazine.  These are a few pages from the December 

1968 issue of Miniature Parade. 

 

I was 19 when this 

was published.  I 

had already 

bought a lot of 

Scruby 25mm 

Napoleonic 

figures to augment 

my 22mm Airfix 

plastics.  Over the 

years I acquired 

and painted well 

over a thousand 

Scruby figures.  

My sons enjoyed 

wargaming with 

these, preferring 

them to other 

figures.  The 

Scruby figures 

were accurate 

enough for 

wargaming, but 

fell far short from 

the more authentic 

uniforms on 

figures sold 

afterwards.  

Nonetheless, they 

had a certain 

appeal and painted 

easily enough.  

The figures nested 

well and looked 

good en masse. 

 

 

 



The table of contents gives a taste of the 23 pages of published material.  Many of the articles 

were rudimentary, but for a teenager bereft of other sources, they were inspirational as well as 

informative. 

 

 



I particularly enjoyed the two color prints.  There were too few sources of color prints of 

Napoleonic uniforms that I could access in 1968.  However, this soon changed for me and I 

started buying uniform books as I could afford them. 

 

 



 

 
 

 



 

 
 

One of my favorite units was the Third Foreign Regiment composed of Irish troops.  I used Giant 

figures.  The advancing and kneeling firing poses were good.  The rest of the figures were too 

roughly designed to appeal to me.  I still have about a hundred of these Napoleonic and about 

200 Civil War figures by Giant. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 



Miniature Parade was also a means of advertising Scruby figures. 

 

 


